
Urban Meadows for an Ecological & Sustainable Urbanism 

National best practice compilations for CEURES project



Title of Best Practice: Urban Meadows

Pillar: Climate change

Category: Green infrastructure

Place of best practice: Diverse cities, Poland
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Photo: Example of area in Warsaw mowed 3x per year  
// Credit: Annika Lundkvist

Short summary of the best 
practice:

Urban meadows refer to diverse 
areas where municipalities have 
shifted to reduced mowing. 



Why?

● Biodiversity crisis 
● Creating and protecting habitat for wild pollinators
● Creating and protecting feeding space for birds
● Cost reduction: reduced and minimal mowing
● Aesthetics: the meadows look nice 
● Climate: the areas better retain water so this is 

beneficial in drought conditions
● Reduction of urban heat island effect (greater 

reflection of sunlight, can ease surface heat 
accumulation)
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Photo Credit: Krzysztof Babicki, Greenery Board of the Capital of 
Warsaw



Interdisciplinary Approach: 

Urban governance & Environmental Protection

Approach for data collection: 

Connecting with diverse Greenery authorities in Polish cities who are 
responsible for maintenance of parks, squares, plants, trees &  more
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Photo Credit: Aleksandra Zienkiewicz, ZZM, Wrocław 



Individuals at the Greenery Board of the Capital of Warsaw 
(Agency: Zarząd Zieleni m.st. Warszawy) shared that there 
was a big change about 6 years ago when there was a shift 
from intense to moderate mowing, from 7x’s a year to 1 x or  3 
x’s.
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Photo Credits: Krzysztof Babicki, Greenery Board of the Capital of 
Warsaw



Risk/threats for maintenance:  

Some areas are excluded from reduced 
mowing practices, such as areas by 
roads where high grass could reduce 
visibility of both drivers & pedestrians. 
Diverse agencies across Polish cities 
remarked that maintenance is adjusted 
to particular site characteristics.
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Photo Credit: Aleksandra Zienkiewicz, ZZM, Wrocław 



Two main techniques for urban meadows developments. 

1: Flower beds in which plants are established 
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Photo: Example of area in Warsaw mowed 1x per year // Credit: Annika Lundkvist
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Photo Credits: Krzysztof Babicki, Greenery Board of the Capital of 
Warsaw



2:  Abandoning intensive 
mowing and allowing the 
natural process to take over.  

It is noted that this solution is 
much cheaper as the flower 
beds and areas manicured with 
plants are higher maintenance 
and more expensive to 
maintain.

Referred to as a ‘habitat for 
natural solutions’
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Photo: Example of area in Warsaw mowed 1x per year // Credit: Annika 
Lundkvist
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Photo: Example of area in Wrocław // Credit: Aleksandra Zienkiewicz, ZZM

ZZM Wrocław refers to the  
‘Universal standards on 
maintaining green spaces in urban 
areas’ 
(https://zzm.wroc.pl/standardy-utrz
ymania/)

https://zzm.wroc.pl/standardy-utrzymania/
https://zzm.wroc.pl/standardy-utrzymania/


Principle of maintaining green areas (ZZM, Wrocław 
include: 

● Biodiversity-centric attitude
● Limited mowing
● Limited raking
● Composting
● Second life of trees
● Tree friendly solutions
● Use of organic matter
● Cooperation with communities
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Photo Credit: Aleksandra Zienkiewicz, ZZM, Wrocław 

Urban Meadows as part of a broader ethos to caring for urban 
green spaces
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Photo: Example of area in Wrocław // Credit: Aleksandra Zienkiewicz, ZZM

“Natural flower meadows are 
places where bees and other 
pollinators find a safe place to 
feed, small animals find shelter, 
and city residents can enjoy the 
beauty of wild flowers and lush 
greenery.” -City of Lublin
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“Mister Mayor! A city should be cared for! Start mowing the scrubs!” 

“Uncut grass is beautiful. When the grass is burnt out by heat, urban 
meadows make sense.!

A lot of controversy 
when the initiative was 
rolled out in Wrocław, 
with criticism from 
citizens & the media. 
There were also allies, 
for example an interview 
here with the director of 
the Botanical Garden in 
the city who expressed 
that it was a very good 
idea.  The letter on the 
right is from varied 
ecological organizations 
& scientists expressing 
that the initiative should 
remain.



COMMUNICATING THE POLICY TO THE PUBLIC

In social media posts, the agency explains about

● Where they mow
● Where they don’t mow (and why)
● The importance of mowing street greenery for safety 

of pedestrians and drivers
● The necessity of mowing for sanitation in certain 

areas
● The environmentally friendly practice of reduced 

mowing tailored to different contexts
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FB post by the Greenery Board of the Capital of Warsaw (May 5, 2023)



Innovative/Excellent elements of the best practice:

● This is a relatively contemporary practice across cities 
and thus a novel measure for sustainable urbanism. 

● Extremely transferrable as well as cost saving
● Reduction of mowing also reduces noise which can 

positively contribute to quality of life
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Photo Credit: Krzysztof Babicki, Greenery Board of the Capital of Warsaw



Involving the community:

ZZM Warsaw notes that “Public response to the new practice 
was good.” Employees observed the activity on social media 
pages for the agency and such comments like ‘At last 
authorities decided to stop mowing during the drought.’

Utilization of municipal social media platforms can help 
convey crucial information to inform &  shape public 
awareness 
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Photo Credits: Krzysztof Babicki, Greenery Board of the Capital of 
Warsaw
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“We mow less often here.”
Provided by Department of Greenery and Municipal 
Management of the city of Lublin

“We don’t mow here.”
Sign in Wrocław // Photo:  Aleksandra Zienkiewicz, ZZM
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As part of the learning, research & documentation process on 
this initiative in Poland, we are investigating the presence of 
the practice in diverse cities including: 

● Warsaw
● Kraków
● Lublin
● Wrocław
● Poznań
● Katowice
● Gdańsk
● Gdynia



Adaptation possibilities for other 
settlements:

Potential is high for adaptation in contexts 
across V4 countries

Limitations to the use of best practice in 
different locations (for example scale, 
culture, geography)

Culture can pose a limiting effect when & where 
this is a lack of climate awareness or lack of 
interest in environmental health, solutions &  
urban heat mitigation
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Presenter

Annika Lundkvist
info@pedestrianspace.org
https://www.linkedin.com/in/annikalundkvist/
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